ESSAYS ON THE GITA

relation to the world we know as God, are the most
striking and among the most vital elements of the Gita.
Still, this Lord is the Self in whom all knowledge cul-
minates and the Master of sacrifice to whom all works
lead as well as the Lord of Love into whose being the
heart of devotion enters, and the Gita preserves a
perfectly equal balance, emphasising now knowledge,
now works, now devotion, but for the purposes of the
immediate trend of the thought, not with any absolute
separate preference of one over the others. He in
whom all three meet and become one, He is the
Supreme Being, the Purushottama.

But at the present day, since in fact the modern
mind began to recognise and deal at all with the
Gita, the tendency is to subordinate its elements of
knowledge and devotion, to take advantage of its con-
tinual insistence on action and to find in it a scripture
of the Karmayoga, a Light leading us on the path of
action, a Gospel of Works. Undoubtedly, the Gita is
a Gospel of Works, but of works which culminate in
knowledge, that is, in spiritual realisation and quietude^
and of works motived by devotion, that is, a conscious
surrender of one's whole self first into the hands and
then into the being of the Supreme, and not at all of
works as they are understood by the modern mind,
not at all an action dictated by egoistic and altruistic,
by personal, social, humanitarian motives, principles,
ideals. Yet this is what present-day interpretations
seek to make of the Gita. We are told continually by
many authoritative voices that the Gita, opposing in
this the ordinary ascetic and quietistic tendency of
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